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NOTEWORTHY POINTS OF INTEREST

Banker’s House (1874-1875)

319 North Lafayette Street This house is a
resplendent example of Second Empire domestic design
and one of the state’s leading works in the popular
Gilded Age style. Jesse Jenkins, one of the state’s early
bankers, had this house built for his wife Harriett. In
the late 1870s, Mr. Jenkins was forced to sell the house
at public auction. The property was acquired by banker
H. Dekalb Lee who, in 1894, sold it to his business
partner, Burwell Blanton, also a banker. The house
remained in the Blanton family for over 100 years and
was recently given to Preservation NC, the statewide,
non-profit preservation group.

The Gibbs House ® 520 West Warren was built in
1920-1921 and was named El Nido (“the nest”). It is a
Spanish Mission-style bungalow designed by California
architect Aurelia Swanson. This property has been
donated to Preservation North Carolina when the
owner has no further use.

Webbley-C 1852 © 403 South Washington St.
J.A. Anthony remodeled this 19th century house in
the Neo-Classical style. Judge James L. Webb
occupied the house in 1911. Webbley was later
home of Governor and Mrs. O. Max Gardner. Mrs.
Gardner was the daughter of Judge James L. Webb.

The McBrayer House ® 507 North Morgan Street
This house was built by Dr. Victor McBrayer in 1893
and served as a residence for his descendants. It was
later purchased by Frank Hannah, a local doctor, who
used the home for medical offices. The home has
recently been resold and is once again a private
residence. The architecture of the home reflects the
influence of several late 19th century styles-Italinate,
Gothic Revival and Queen Anne.

The Governor Clyde R. Hoey House

602 West Marion was built in 1920 by Governor Hoey;
a Colonial Revival of stuccoed pre-fab construction.
Hoey served as NC governor from 1937 to 1941, and as
a US senator from 1944 to 1954. He lived in the house
until his death in 1954.

Blanton House ® 303 West Marion originally a 1
1/2 story farm house of the 19th century was acquired
by George Blanton, Sr. from his brother in 1898 and
remodeled to a Brick Colonial Revival in 1928. The
Blanton heirs donated it to Gardner-Webb
University in 1981 and designated it as the college
president’s residence.

Denotes properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Denotes contributing structure to Central Shelby Historic District.



